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Abstract

A STUDY ON METAPHORICAL EXPRESSIONS REFERRING TO LIVING THINGS TO
EXPLAIN CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE

—Analysis of ”Shinkenchiku' published between 1950 and 2020—

Mii KAWAGISHI

The purpose of this study is to investigate and discuss metaphorical expressions referring to living
organisms to describe contemporary architecture.

Metaphorical expressions referring to living organisms were extracted from the explanatory texts of
architectural works introduced in architectural magazines.

The results are as follows:

1. The proportion of metaphorical expressions referring to living organisms to the number of works
published in each decade is higher in the 1960s and 1970s, and from the 2000s onward.

2. Expressions classified as a "tree" category had the largest number(18). In addition, a total of six
expressions categorized as "breathing (or as if breathing)" were extracted, all of which were seen after the
2000s.

3. The expressions categorized as "people" were more likely to be used for the overall appearance of the

building, while those categorized as "trees" tended to be used for a floor plan and sectional plan.
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